
Donald "Don" Lee Jelinek
August 13, 1938 - January 28, 2024

Donald (Don) Lee Jelinek, 85 of Omaha, died Sunday, January 28, 2024 in
Omaha with his loving family at his side. 

 

Celebration of Life Service will be at 11 AM Friday, February 2nd at the First
Presbyterian Church. Reverend Kevin Geurink will officiate. Military honors will
be rendered by the U.S. Marine Corps and United Veterans Honor Guard. The
service will be livestreamed on the church’s Facebook page. Private family
burial of ashes will be in the Westlawn Cemetery. 

 

All Faiths Funeral Home is entrusted with the arrangements. Memorials are
suggested to First Presbyterian Church, the Grand Island Salvation Army or
Heartland United Way. 

 

Don was born on August 13, 1938 in Grand Island the son of George and
Mildred (Burgherr) Jelinek. He graduated from Grand Island Senior High and
received his BA from Doane College. He met the love of his life, Sharon Hill
while in college. They married June 4, 1960 in Omaha and this union was
blessed with children, Cheryl, Randy, Ron and Christina. 

 

Don was commissioned into the United States Marine Corps in June 1960. He
was honorably discharged as First Lieutenant on June 1, 1963. Following the
military, he and Sharon moved to Grand Island where he could work with his



father in the hardware business. 
 

In addition to his responsibilities of managing a family hardware store, Don
served on the National Ace Hardware Board of Directors from 1976 - 1981.
He was also a member of the Board of Directors of the Western Retail
Hardware Association and served as president of the association from 2000 –
2001. Don served on the Board of Directors of Grand Island Chamber of
Commerce, was a past president of the Central Nebraska Goodwill Industries,
the Board of Directors of Grand Island Rotary, the Industrial Foundation, St.
Francis Medical Foundation, Reynolds Foundation and the Grand Island
Community Foundation. 

Don enjoyed hunting with his dogs, golfing, boating, traveling and being with
his family and friends. He especially enjoyed family gatherings with all the
interactions of the family members. 

Those left to cherish his memory are his wife of 63 years, Sharon; children,
Cheryl (Grant) Hansen of Ames, NE, Randy (Tonya) Jelinek of Grand Island,
Ron (Dana) Jelinek of Grand Island and Christina (Michael) Diers of Elkhorn,
NE; grandchildren, Owen Hansen, Jordan (Sunya) Hansen, Nathan Hansen,
Griffin (Ashley) Jelinek, Lea (Daniel) Meyer, Avery Jelinek, Kerrigen Jelinek,
Henry Diers, George Diers and Grace Diers; great grandchildren, Emma
Jelinek, Ava Jelinek, Ellie Jelinek, Addie Jelinek and Drew Meyer. 

 

He is preceded in death by his parents and brothers, Randall, Howard and
David.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life Service

FEB 2. 11:00 AM (CT)

First Presbyterian Church
2103 W Anna St
Grand Island, NE 68803
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Donald Deitemeyer - February 01, 2024 at 08:25 PM

I will always remember Don as a kind person interested in others.
Over the years I had several very nice conversations with him. He
was a good listener. Such a life well lived. Condolences to the
family. So sorry for your loss.

All the Gelvins - February 01, 2024 at 03:50 PM

All the Gelvins planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Donald "Don" Lee
Jelinek.

February 01, 2024 at 03:50 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Donald "Don" Lee Jelinek.

February 01, 2024 at 10:10 AM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Donald "Don" Lee Jelinek.

https://www.giallfaiths.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.giallfaiths.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.giallfaiths.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.giallfaiths.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Deme Jamson and Mary Hiserman - February 01, 2024 at 08:19 AM

Deme Jamson and Mary Hiserman planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Donald "Don" Lee Jelinek.

February 01, 2024 at 08:19 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Donald "Don" Lee Jelinek.

Richard Russell - January 31, 2024 at 10:49 PM

I have known Don for a long time. He was a very good friend and
will be truly. My condolences to the family. 

  
Dick Russell

Ron Jelinek - January 31, 2024 at 06:15 PM

5 files added to the tribute wall

https://www.giallfaiths.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.giallfaiths.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Roger & Judy Goodman - January 31, 2024 at 02:07 PM

our condolences to the family 
 
We have known Don most our life he was always a gentleman and
a good guy 

  
He will be missed 

  
Roger & Judy Goodman

Tom Munch - January 31, 2024 at 07:11 AM

So sorry for your loss. 

Pat Wimberley - January 30, 2024 at 07:35 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall


