
Donald Joseph Marisch
February 11, 1928 - December 3, 2024

Donald Joseph Marisch, 96, of Grand Island passed away on Tuesday,
December 3, 2024. 

 Service and a celebration of Donald’s life will be held at 2:00 p.m. Monday at
All Faiths Funeral Home. Burial will follow at Grand Island City Cemetery with
military honors provided by U.S. Navy and Grand Island Veterans Honor
Guard. 

 There is a visitation on Monday from 1:00 p.m. until the time of the service. 
 Donald was born on February 11, 1928, to Vern and Mary (Montgomery)

Marisch, at their home east of Spalding, NE. The family moved to the “Home
Place” SW of Spalding, which was purchased from Mary’s parents, when
Donald was two weeks old. There he and his siblings were raised. He
attended rural school, walking to school with his lunch in a syrup pail until he
started high school as a freshman at Spalding, NE. Donald and his brother
saved their money to buy a 1930 Model A Ford Coupe for $100 so they could
drive to school. Donald was an excellent student and excelled at sports. He
graduated SHS Class of 1945. 

 On February 7, 1946, Donald enlisted in the U.S. Navy and was honorably
discharged in December of 1947. The following year he took flying lessons
and received his private pilot’s license. By his own admission, he was always
learning new things and trying and doing many types of work. 

 Through mutual friends, he met Karen Mortensen, and they were married on
April 15, 1951. The couple farmed in Greeley County, near Spalding on the



Marisch farm. The drought and depression of the mid-50’s forced the young
family to look for employment on the west coast. Donald was employed with
the Route F Tunnel construction in Oregon, on Route 126. He was given the
honor of drilling the final “hole-through” to daylight at the other side of the
tunnel. 

 Following his father’s tragic death, they moved back to Nebraska where Don
and his brother Robert resumed the family farming operation. There he and
Karen raised their two children, Melinda and Mark. As a family they made time
for many fun and happy occasions. They took many trips as a family and Don
and Karen enjoyed square dancing, which they participated in for many years.
They became very involved in the Presbyterian Church of Spalding and Don
became an Elder, helping with church repairs and engaging in the community. 
The Marisch land was sold and Don and Karen moved to Grand Island in
1975. Don became employed with O’Hara Plumbing Company. He later
became a driver’s license examiner, of which he was very proud. 
Don’s survivors include his children and their spouses, Melinda (Kendall)
Wilhelmy and Mark (Linda) Marisch; four granddaughters, Megan Esch,
Marisa (Kyle) McClintock, Stacia Shaneyfelt and Jessica (Evan) Bodtke;
great-grandchildren, Addison, Brooklynn and Jaxson. 

 Other survivors include, sister, Lois Goss; and numerous cousins, nieces and
nephews. 

 He is preceded in death by his wife, Karen in 2019; his parents; brothers,
Robert Marisch and Leon Marisch; and grandson-in-law, Mike Shaneyfelt. 

 Memorials are suggested to the United Veterans Club.



Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 9. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

All Faiths Funeral Home
2929 S Locust St
Grand Island, NE 68801
(308) 398-2929
allfaiths@giallfaiths.com
https://www.giallfaiths.com/

Celebration of Life Service

DEC 9. 2:00 PM (CT)

All Faiths Funeral Home
2929 S Locust St
Grand Island, NE 68801
(308) 398-2929
allfaiths@giallfaiths.com
https://www.giallfaiths.com/
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All Faiths Funeral Home - December 09, 2024 at 01:37 PM

All Faiths Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of Donald
Joseph Marisch

December 08, 2024 at 09:16 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Donald Joseph Marisch.

December 08, 2024 at 09:16 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Donald Joseph Marisch.

Bob & Jan Rishoi - December 07, 2024 at 10:31 AM

Our deepest sympathy to Melinda and Mark on the loss of your
Dad. Have many great memories particularly when I use to baby sit
you two when your folks belonged to the dancing club. Our thoughts
and prayers are with you. Bob & Jan Rishoi.

https://www.giallfaiths.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.giallfaiths.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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All Faiths Funeral Home - December 06, 2024 at 01:53 PM

1 file added to the album Video

December 06, 2024 at 10:16 AM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Donald Joseph Marisch.

Steven D MIller - December 05, 2024 at 10:38 AM

Deepest sympathy to the Don Marisch family. Many fond memories
of Don ' Karen, Melinda and Mark growing up . we had fun at family
reunions, church at the Presbyterian Church, square dancing and
hanging out has cousins. Your dad and mom were very special
people and always enjoyed visiting with them. I so remember there
visit with your Aunt Lois to see my folks at their assisted living place
in Elkhorn several years ago. They so appreciated that visit. It is so
hard to lose our parents but the fond memories we have of them will
get you thru this difficult time. Mark and Melinda I will be thinking
and praying for you Steve Miller

https://www.giallfaiths.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.giallfaiths.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Roberta Seaman - December 04, 2024 at 10:23 PM

I remember getting my first driver's test with him many years ago.
He made a point of telling me he knew my folks. Sure he knew
many people through his interactions in Spalding. Sympathy to his
family, he was a good guy.


