
James "Jim" Hilligas
February 19, 1939 - February 12, 2021

James “Jim” M.W. Hilligas, 81, of Grand Island passed away on Friday,
February 12, 2021. 

 Memorial service will be held at 11:00 a.m. Tuesday, February 23rd, at Christ
Lutheran Church, 1300 N. Grand Island Ave., Grand Island. Reverend Tom
Schneider is the officiant. Burial of ashes will follow in Westlawn Memorial
Park Cemetery. 

 A gathering of family and friends will be from 10:00 a.m. until service time. All
Faiths Funeral Home is entrusted with arrangements. 

 Jim was born February 19, 1939 in Hampton, NE, the son of William E. and
Alta Amelia (Werth) Hilligas. He grew up in Aurora and graduated from Aurora
High School. Jim entered the United States Army on November 21, 1958 and
was honorably discharged following his service, February 15, 1962. 

 On January 25, 1964, he married Karen L. Myers in Aurora. They made their
home in Grand Island. Jim was a mechanic by trade and was employed by
Nebraska Truck Center, from which he retired. 
As a young man, Jim helped on his uncle’s farm. He was around horses his
entire life, eventually raising and showing Appaloosas. He had helped his
brother and sister-in-law with their horse operation until recently. In earlier
years he helped with the Woolsey Raiders 4-H Club at Inland. 
Jim was a member of Christ Lutheran Church, and over the years he had
served in several capacities including church elder. 

 Survivors include his daughter, Lea Marie Hilligas of Grand Island; brother,



Gerald (Ruth) Hilligas of Inland, NE; niece, Alicia (John) Gundlach and
nephew, Daniel Hilligas; and several aunts, uncles and cousins. 

 He was preceded in death by his wife, Karen in 2010; his parents and an
infant sister. 

 Memorials are suggested to the family or Christ Lutheran Church.



Cemetery Details

Westlawn Memorial Park

3826 West Stolley Park Road
Grand Island, NE 68803

Previous Events

Gathering of friends and family

FEB 23. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Christ Lutheran Church
1300 N. Grand Island Avenue
Grand Island, NE

church service

FEB 23. 11:00 AM (CT)

Christ Lutheran Church
1300 N. Grand Island Avenue
Grand Island, NE



Tribute Wall
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October 08, 2023 at 11:02 PM

James "Jim" Hilligas

Janelle Stelk - February 24, 2021 at 08:43 AM

Our sincere sympathies as I remember Jim and his family at the
Appaloosa shows, He loved trail and always did a great job. Dennis
and Janelle Stelk


