
Janet Diane Penner
July 10, 1935 - May 21, 2019

Janet Diane Penner, 83, went home to be with the Lord on May 21, 2019,
after spending her last days at St. Francis Hospital and Tiffany Square
Nursing Home. 
Celebration of life services will be held on Friday at 10 a.m. at Grace Baptist
Church in Grand Island. Pastor John Hays will officiate. Inurnment will follow
at 3 p.m. in the First Mennonite Cemetery at Beatrice with Rev. Arnold Rhodes
officiating. 

 All Faiths Funeral Home is entrusted with arrangements. 
She was born July 10, 1935, to James B. and Mary (Heemer) Rhodes in
Punxsutawney PA, and graduated from Punxsutawney High School in 1953.
After marrying Donald D. Penner on March 31, 1956, they moved to Beatrice,
NE, where they farmed for 25 years. They were married 63 years until his
death in 2017. In 1961 they were blessed to adopt Jeffrey D. Penner and in
1966 Dianne D. Penner. 
In the early years of their marriage she worked for the Beatrice State
Developmental Center. They were members of the 1st Mennonite Church in
Beatrice, NE, where she taught Sunday School, Bible School and was active
in Ladies Aide. They then transferred their membership to the Jansen Bible
Church. While in Beatrice she was a 4-H leader of Riverview Jr. Homemakers
and was active in the Riverview Extension Club and the KTQ club. She
enjoyed reading and hand sewing. 
After their moving to Madison, NE, in 1978, Janet began working for WalMart.



After they moved to Grand Island, Janet continued working for WalMart before
retiring in 2011. 

She is survived by her children Jeff (Heather) from Hyannis, NE, and Dianne
from Etowah, NC; four grandchildren, Josh, Amanda, Kate (Justin Gilson) and
Caleb, and five great grandchildren. Also surviving is her brother Arnold
Rhodes and sister Audrey (Samuel) Mahle, sister-in-law Jan Ober, all from
Pennsylvania and her canine companion Gracie. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, husband Donald, brother James,
sisters-in-law Sharon Rhodes and Gloria Rhodes. 
Special thanks go to Jeri McDonald and the kind nurses at St. Francis
Hospital. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to Grace Baptist Church in
Grand Island and Child Saving Institute in Omaha.
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Celebration of Life Service

MAY 24. 10:00 AM.

Grace Baptist Church
1115 S Vine St.
Grand Island, NE
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Janet Diane Penner

Karla Stutzman - May 27, 2019 at 09:26 PM

Very sorry to hear of Janets passing. Sending prayers to her family.

Ann Kalvelage - May 27, 2019 at 07:00 PM

I worked with Jan at Walmart for many years and always enjoyed
seeing her after she retired. My thoughts and prayers for the family
at you time of loss.

Katherine Ward - May 24, 2019 at 06:25 PM

Thinking of you during this difficult time. It’s fun to think about our
parents meeting in heaven for the first time. I’m sure that big brother
(my dad) has given them the grand tour!!! 

  
Have fun with the daunting task of going through all the ‘stuff’ and
deciding where everything should go!!!

Dorothy Zimmerman - May 23, 2019 at 10:36 PM

Dear Diane & Jeff, 
 I’m very sorry I will not be able to come tomorrow. Your Mom & Dad

were special friends of Ken & I. May your memories of your Mom
give you peace & comfort. My prayers continue for you & your
families. Dorothy Zimmerman


