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John “Jocko” Richard Galvan - July 8, 1946 – April 22, 2023 
John Galvan 76, of Grand Island passed early Saturday morning of April 22,
2023. 
Mass of Christian Burial will be at 10:30 AM Wednesday, April 26th at St.
Mary’s Cathedral in Grand Island. Father Jorge Canela will be the celebrant.
Burial will be in the Westlawn Memorial Park Cemetery. Military honors will be
rendered by the U.S. Air Force and Untied Veterans Honor Guard. 

 A vigil for John will be held Tuesday, April 25th from 5-7 pm with a Christian
Wake Service at 7 pm at All Faiths Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, please
donate in John’s name to ABCDD Girls softball. 
John was born to Secundino and Isabelle Galvan on July 7, 1946. He was the
second youngest of eight siblings, three brothers, and four sisters. John
attended Jefferson Elementary, Walnut Junior High, and Grand Island Senior
High, class of 1964. He served in the US Air Force from 1964 to 1968 as a
member of the Military Police. After his service, John returned home, where
he was a police officer with the City of Grand Island for sixteen years. He was
married to Deborah (Neubert) Galvan from 1969 to 1987. John and Debbie
stayed close until her death in 1991. He was the longtime coach for the girls’
softball team sponsored by the Eagles Club. His teams won multiple city and
tournament championships; the 1981 team was a Nebraska state runner-up.
He was the owner/operator of Jocko’s Hideaway Bar & Grill from 1985 to
1987. John then served with the Veterans Administration Police. Health issues



forced him into early retirement in 1997. He spent his later years spoiling his
six grandchildren and three great-grandchildren and traveling across the
country visiting family when he could. 
John enjoyed cooking. He was always willing to lend his culinary talents when
people were in need. He was a fan of baseball, Husker football, and the
Raiders. John wanted to thank those who worked with him at Good
Samaritan, St. Francis Hospital, and the VA Hospital. Also, he wanted to
acknowledge his friends at Grand View Apartments. In his last moments, John
expressed all his love for his family and friends. 
His brother Jahaquin Galvan, Jahaquin’s wife, Sophie Galvan, and his sister
Rosa Torres preceded him in death. He is survived by his sons, Kevin
(Trishia), Ritch (Wendi), and John; grandchildren, Johnny, Tyler, MaKayla,
Kaitlin, Jordan, and Jenna (Charlie); great-grandchildren, Kayden, Nathan,
and Isabelle.



Cemetery Details

Westlawn Memorial Park

Grand Island, NE

Previous Events

Mass of Christian Burial

APR 26. 10:30 AM (CT)

St. Mary's Cathedral
112 S Cedar St
Grand Island, NE 68801
(308) 384-2523
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October 08, 2023 at 11:02 PM

John "Jocko" Richard Galvan

Tim Galvan - April 26, 2023 at 09:26 AM

Our hearts broke when we heard of the news . We’re so sorry we
couldn’t make it back in time . Uncle Johnny was the most caring,
giving and selfless person I’ve had the pleasure of knowing and
been able to call Uncle. Even though when I thought was tormenting
us as little kids ! That was his way of showing us love and attention.
I can hear Grandma saying to him , “ Johnny ! Leave them kids
alone ….”as an adult , I’ll cherish those memories. I really can’t
remember a time when Jocko did things for himself? He always had
someone else in mind. He was always making food ! And great food
it was ! He was a great big chip off the Isabel block ! John , Rich
and Kevin you have a gem of a dad and a grandfather . He treated
my kids like grandkids and I’m sure that specialness wasn’t just
toward my kids . That was uncle John’s lifestyle. We’ll weep his
leaving of this world . But I’m celebrating the things he can do now!
Pain free and unhindered movement to do all the things God
intended us to do freely. Thank you Uncle Johnny for all you’ve
showed us on how we can be towards each other , no matter what
God gives is to work with ! Amen …. 

 Tim , Jen Galvan and whole family .







April 25, 2023 at 07:57 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of John "Jocko" Richard Galvan.

April 24, 2023 at 09:18 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of John "Jocko" Richard Galvan.
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