Mary Jacqueline Munch

January 26, 1925 - August 4, 2015

Mary Jacqueline (Bell) Munch, 90, of Grand Island died Tuesday, August 4,
2015.

Services will be 2:00 p.m. Sunday at Trinity United Methodist Church. The
Reverend Dr. Theresa Mason and Rev. Del Roper will officiate. Burial will be
in Grand Island City Cemetery at 10 a.m. Monday.

Visitation will be from 2-5 p.m. Saturday, August 8, at All Faiths Funeral
Home.

Mary was born January 26, 1925 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma to Paul B. and
Laura Mae (Smith) Bell.

Those left to cherish her memory include her children and their spouses,
James F. (Karen) Munch of Pueblo, CO, Marjorie L. (Munch) Balderston of
Grand Island, Caroline S. Munch (Ed Niehaus) of Denver, CO, Jane M.
(Munch) Flurkey of East Northport, NY and Thomas P. (Jennifer) Munch of
Pueblo West, CO; brother, Jack (Sue) Bell of Diablo, CA; and sister, Eleanor
(Leon) Schaller of Burlington, NC.

Additional survivors include her grandchildren, Laura A. Munch, Robert J.
Munch, Pamela K. Balderston, Piper M. Niehaus, Eric P. Niehaus, Maxwell E.
Niehaus, lan A. Flurkey, Zachary J. Flurkey and Hillary M. Flurkey; step-
grandchildren, Brian J. (Jill) Fuller, Jeffery G. Fuller and Matthew L. Fuller
(Anneliese Wells); and step great-grandchildren, Reid Fuller, Chase Fuller and
Oliver Fuller.

She was preceded in death by her parents and her husband, Dr. Robert F.



Munch, July 22, 2005.

Mary was born and raised in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma but her real joy was
summers spent in New Mexico on land purchased by her family, starting in
1930. Her father and mother were both school teachers, and when she was
five they bought a 40-acre parcel of land near the small town of Eagle Nest in
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains with the $100 her mother had saved from
teaching. As a teenager she led pack trips up to Blue Lake in the shadow of
Wheeler Peak, the highest mountain in New Mexico. Fishing for trout resulted
in many satisfying dinners. This property remains a special place to Mary, her
siblings and all their descendants. Many of whom congregate there together
each summer.

Mary finished her senior year of high school while living with her best friend,
Nancy, as her family was following her father as he trained for service in
WWII. After graduation from Oklahoma State University with a degree in
Foods and Nutrition in 1945, she completed a dietetic internship at Hines VA
Hospital near Chicago where she met Robert Munch, then completing his
medical training after serving in WWII.

Mary was united in marriage to Robert Munch on June 27, 1948 in Maywood,
IL. The couple moved first to Lincoln, NE where Robert began his medical
career at the VA hospital. They moved to Grand Island to open the new Grand
Island Veterans Hospital in 1950.

Along with raising their five children, Mary remained active in her community.
She was a founding member of the Prairie Pioneer Genealogical Society, a
passion that began early in her life when she earned a Campfire Girls’ badge.
She also helped found the Grand Island Area Graduates of Home
Economists. She has not only participated in her many groups, but has been
in leadership positions in most of them. She was a member of Trinity United
Methodist Church, the United Methodist Women, the Hall County Historical
Society, the National Assoc. of Retired Federal Employers, Mid Nebraska
Users of Computers, the American Association of University Women, and has
been active with the Girl Scouts.



Favorite phrases of Mom’s that we will always remember include “Oh tweet!”
and “Oh skeezix!” We will miss her quick wit, her undying love, support and
loyalty, and her dimples when she smiled.

Memorials are suggested to Hall County Historical Society, P.O. Box 1683,
Grand Island, NE 68802.



Cemetery Details

Grand Island City Cemetery

Grand Island, NE

Previous Events
Visitation

AUG 8. 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (CT)

All Faiths Funeral Home
2929 S Locust St

Grand Island, NE 68801
(308) 398-2929
allfaiths@giallfaiths.com
https://www.giallfaiths.com/

Service

AUG 9. 2:00 PM (CT)

Trinity United Methodist Church
511 N. EIm Street
Grand Island, NE
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Tribute Wall

Mary Jacqueline Munch

October 08, 2023 at 11:02 PM

What a beautiful tribute to your Mother, Mary Munch. | knew her
from the Grand Island Area Graduate Home Economists group and
always admired her organizational contributions and "get it done"
attitude. She was the driving force behind many a Silver Spoon
cookbooks for the Gl Independent and what a marvelous job did.
Many fond memories... Blessings to you and your family. Keith and
Julie Wasem, Aurora

Julie Wasem - August 20, 2015 at 11:46 AM

Aunt Mary was a very important person to our family although we
rarely saw her due to distance.We are so grateful for all of her
genealogical research which we will all treasure. She always kept
up at Christmas time with informative letters of your family
happenings.If any of you are ever up in Boston we would welcome a
visit judyem10@hotmail.com 781-598-8981. Love, Judy Best
Moynihan [Elizabeth Munch's daughter]

Judy Moynihan - August 11, 2015 at 11:43 AM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mary Jacqueline Munch.

August 08, 2015 at 10:28 AM
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Sue, Carolyn and Mary Lou (the Olsen sisters)
purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for
the family of Mary Jacqueline Munch.

Sue, Carolyn and Mary Lou (the Olsen sisters) - August 07,
2015 at 01:00 PM

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family
of Mary Jacqueline Munch.

August 07, 2015 at 12:06 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Mary Jacqueline Munch.

August 06, 2015 at 06:45 PM

| remember my mother (Lillian Anderson) speaking very fondly
about Dr. & Mrs. Munch. She worked with Dr. Munch at the VA for
many years.

| remember Mary from church. She was always a such a nice lady.
My deepest condolences to the family.

Many prayers for you during this difficult time.

Peggy Anderson-Young - August 06, 2015 at 11:33 AM
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Sending prayers to family and friends | knew Mary from genealogy
in early 80s. She was always helpful, friendly, and kind. A great
woman.

Sharon Lovell ergen - August 06, 2015 at 09:55 AM

Celia and | send our sympathies to members of the Munch and Bell
families, and their friends.

We have lost an amazing family historian. Fred feels so fortunate to
have had the chance to visit Mary, Marg and Pam at their home in June
last year..

May God be with you.

Fred and Celia Lamson

Fred Lamson - August 08, 2015 at 07:55 PM

Thank you so much, Fred!

Tom Munch - August 10, 2015 at 10:50 PM

Ron & Rachel Sims, Debra & Steve Wallace,
Gloria Clark purchased the Country Basket Bloo
mes for the family of Mary Jacqueline Munch.

Ron & Rachel Sims, Debra & Steve Wallace, Gloria Clark -
August 05, 2015 at 08:59 PM
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