
Thelene Ann Purvis
February 26, 1943 - November 3, 2025

Thelene A. Purvis, age 82, of Grand Island, went to her eternal home on
Monday, November 3, 2025. 

 Service and celebration of Thelene’s life will be held at 10:00 a.m. Friday,
November 14th, at Trinity United Methodist Church. Burial will follow at
Westlawn Memorial Park Cemetery. 

 There will be a visitation from 5-7 p.m. at All Faiths Funeral Home on
Thursday, November 13th. 

 Thelene was born on February 26, 1943, in Kimball, Nebraska, to Theodore
and Elaine (Wiese) Martens. During her early years, the family lived in Pine
Bluffs, Wyoming, before moving to Grand Island, Nebraska, when Thelene
was four years old. She spent her childhood in the family home on North Ruby
Street and attended Jefferson Elementary, Walnut Junior High, and graduated
from Grand Island Senior High in 1961. 
Thelene continued her education at Kearney State College for two years.
While visiting her father at Myer’s Farm Equipment, she met Duane Reichert,
who would later become her husband. Together they adopted two children,
Randall and Jolene. 

 A dedicated and hardworking woman, Thelene built a remarkable 40-year
career with the Federal Bureau of Reclamation. She briefly paused her career
to focus on raising her children before returning to work full-time. After
Duane’s serious motorcycle accident in 1970, Thelene’s strength and
determination shone as she continued to provide for her family with the



support of friends and loved ones. Duane passed away in 2002. 
In 2006, Thelene reconnected with a Grand Island Senior High classmate,
Gary Purvis, at a class reunion. The two shared a love for dancing and
traveling, and after five wonderful years together, they married in 2011.
Thelene and Gary enjoyed remodeling homes for rental properties, traveling
across the country, and spending time with their mothers, including
memorable trips in their motorhome to Yellowstone National Park, Mount
Rushmore, and Thermopolis, Wyoming. 
Thelene was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and friend. She loved her
family deeply—especially her grandchildren—and found joy in travel, sewing,
and caring for others. She was known as a devoted caretaker, both in her
family and community. 
Left to cherish her memory are her husband, Gary Purvis; son, Randall
Reichert of Sterling, Virginia; daughter, Jolene Bockmann and her husband
Steve Bockmann of Grand Island; stepchildren, Anthony “Andy” Purvis of
Grand Island and Amy Purvis of San Jose, California; and grandchildren,
Emma and Easton Bockmann of Grand Island. She is also survived by
cousins Howard and Glen Schumann, along with many members of the
Cooney family of Pine Bluffs, Wyoming. 
Memorials are suggested to the American Cancer Society Research
Foundation.



Cemetery Details

Westlawn Memorial Park

3826 West Stolley Park Road
Grand Island, NE 68803

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 13. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

All Faiths Funeral Home
2929 S Locust St
Grand Island, NE 68801
(308) 398-2929
allfaiths@giallfaiths.com
https://www.giallfaiths.com/

Celebration of Life Service

NOV 14. 10:00 AM (CT)

Trinity United Methodist Church
511 N. Elm Street
Grand Island, NE

mailto:allfaiths@giallfaiths.com
https://www.giallfaiths.com/
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Gary & Coleen Sides - November 14, 2025 at 09:57 AM

Gary & Coleen Sides purchased the Arrive in Styl
e for the family of Thelene Ann Purvis.

Barbara Carlson - November 13, 2025 at 03:30 PM

My sincere sympathy to Gary and the family of Thelene. I have
known Thelene since I was about 2nd grade. She and her parents
were our neighbors and lived across the alley from me and my
family, and I knew her through church. Such a sweet friend and
lady. May God grant you his peace during this difficult time. Barbara
Armstrong Carlson

https://www.giallfaiths.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.giallfaiths.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.giallfaiths.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

